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WYOMING COUNTY IDA BOARD MEETING MINUTES  

The WCIDA Board of Directors met on August 21, 2025 at 2:30 p.m. at the Wyoming County 
Business Center, 36 Center Street Warsaw, New York 14569. 
 

1. Roll call to establish quorum and welcome Brianna Stone to the Board    
The Vice Chairman called the meeting to order at 2:30 p.m., in attendance were: A. 
Douglas Berwanger, Vice-Chairman; Rebecca Ryan, Treasurer; Thomas McCormick, 
Secretary; E. Joseph Gozelski, Director; James Pierce, Executive Director; Robin 
Marschilok, Director of Operations; Jennifer Tyczka, Program Manager; Scott Gardner, 
Economic Development Specialist and Kevin Zanner, Hurwitz & Fine, Agency Counsel. 

 
Absent: Mark Dadd, Chairman; Brianna Stone, Director 
Guest: Brett Hastings, AES Clean Energy (left at 3:07p.m); Mark George, Underwriter 
            (joined the meeting at 3:08 p.m.). 
   

2.  Administrative 
A. Review/approve minutes from July 10, 2025 Board Meeting 

 The minutes from the July 10, 2025 Board Meeting were reviewed. A motion was 
made to accept the minutes by T. McCormick. The motion was seconded by R. Ryan 
and unanimously carried.  

 
B. Review and approve Financial Statements from July 2025 

 R. Marschilok presented the financial reports from July 2025. After review the 
Board approved the financial reports on a motion made by R. Ryan. The motion was 
seconded by J. Gozelski and unanimously carried. 

 
C. Update on the Executive Director Search  

 J. Pierce reported that an ad for the Executive Director’s position has been placed in 
the Pennysaver, on Linked-In and NYS Economic Development Council website. 
There have been six resumes submitted and shared with the Selection Committee. 
Brianna Stone has offered to coordinate the committee and to set up interviews with 
the applicants. 

 
3. Action Items 
 

A.  Request by Valcour Bliss NewCo, LLC and Valcour Wethersfield NewCo, LLC 
for IDA assistance.  These are the wind re-power projects that will replace the 
Bliss and Wethersfield wind farms that have reached their end of life.  A 
representative from AES, the parent company of the newly formed LLCs, will 
provide an overview of the projects to the Board.  Consideration by the Board 



 
 
 

 2 

for authorization of public hearings for both projects is being requested. Pierce 
introduced Brett Hastings from AES to provide the Board with an overview of the 
two repower projects. Hastings informed the Board that AES has 6 projects currently 
in NYS and they are all moving forward with the hopes of all being completed in 
2029. Hastings explained that the environmental requirements have been met, 
applications have been submitted to ORES and it’s expected that there will be a 
notice to proceed within 90 days. A decision will be made on the manufacturer and 
the size of the wind turbines by the end of this year. AES is working with the Towns 
of Eagle and Wethersfield to secure the Host Community Agreements for the 
projects which will then solidify what the PILOT payment will be, based on the 
IDA’s 80/20% split of the Company annual payment. The number of turbines to be 
reinstalled for each project is expected to be about one third of the number of 
existing turbines. Hastings explained that there will be enough turbines installed to 
keep the megawatt production close to the highest rate allowed for each project and 
turbines will be placed where there are the highest wind rates. After his project 
review Hastings left the meeting at 3:07 p.m. The Board then moved to authorize the 
IDA to hold public hearings as required for the AES repower projects, once all the 
information needed has been provided, on a motion made by J. Gozelski. The motion 
was seconded by T. McCormick and unanimously carried.  

 
B. Request by Hillcrest Industries of Attica to extend the sales tax exemption until 

September 30th of 2026 which will allow more time to complete the warehouse 
and crane installation project.  After review the Board agreed to authorize an 
additional year of sales tax exemption for the Hillcrest Crane Project on a motion 
made by R. Ryan. The motion was seconded by T. McCormick and unanimously 
carried. 

 
C. Request by TPI of Arcade to extend the sales tax exemption for their office 

expansion for 6 months until March 31, 2026, this will allow the time needed to 
complete the project. After review the Board agreed to authorize an additional 6 
month of sales tax exemption for this project on a motion made by T. McCormick, 
seconded by J. Gozelski and unanimously carried. 

 
4. Executive Director’s Report 

       J. Pierce presented his Executive Director’s Report: 

• The Finger Lakes Regional Economic Development Council has selected Wyoming 
County and more specifically the Village of Perry for the site of their September 
meeting.  The FLREDC Board will have a catered lunch at the Arts Council followed 
by the full meeting taking place at East Hill Creamery.  Rick Hauser will present on 
the DRI project and Jim P. has been asked to provide a brief presentation of the 
economic landscape and outlook of Wyoming County.  This will be great opportunity 
to show case Wyoming County to the 9 County Region. 

• Continue to work with Peter Krog from Krog Corp. regarding an expansion project 
that they are planning for their facility located on Tanner Parkway in the Town of 
Arcade.  Their tenant, Base Tech, is in need of more room since acquiring another 
electronic manufacturing company from out of state. 



 
 
 

 3 

• Jim P. continued to work with Rick Hauser about his DRI project in the Village of 
Perry which will include the conversion of the second floor of his Main Street 
building for housing.  The project seems to fit the criteria for the IDA’s Adaptive 
Reuse Policy.  An IDA and loan application has been provided to Rick Hauser. 

• Jim P. continues to talk with McClurg Auto Group about a proposed redevelopment 
and expansion of the Dodge facility in Perry.  An application for IDA assistance has 
been forwarded and is being worked on. 

• It was recently learned that a CFA grant application for $1 million that was submitted 
by Indus Hospitality Group for the proposed Arcade hotel project was declined. Upon 
learning about that Jim P. worked on revamping the proposed IDA incentives that 
were originally offered and presented that to the developer.  The new proposed 
incentives would come in at 24.4% of public benefit for the $9.5 million project 
keeping it under the 30% threshold that would trigger prevailing wages for 
construction that would be a deal killer.  Based on the new proposal, the developer 
remains interested and is coming out for a site visit in August 27th. 

• Jim P. presented the Wyoming County Business Center Annual Report to the Board 
of Supervisors Planning Committee on June 25th. 

 
Wyoming County Business Center Update 
• The WCBC North LLC as part of its Designated Development Agreement with 58 

Church Street LLC (an affiliate of Frontier Global) for the Emkay Brownfield Site 
included a Reverter Agreement that would allow the WCBC to take back the property 
if the developer failed to get the project into the NYS Brownfield Program within a 9-
month window that started on January 16th 2025.  It appears that not much progress 
has been made.  At the last WCBC Board meeting the Board authorized Jim P. to 
begin the process of retaking the property if no action was evident by the Developer.  
If that happens the plan would be to RFP for a new brownfield developer.  Jim P. has 
already discussed with two developers the opportunity that might be available. 

 
5. Other Business 

 
6. Next Meeting:  The Next Meeting will be the Annual Meeting on September 11, 2025, at 

the Farmcraft Brewery at11:00 a.m. 
 

7. Adjournment 
  The meeting was adjourned at 3:21 p.m. on a motion made by T. McCormick. The  
      motion was seconded by R. Ryan and unanimously carried.  

 
  Meeting recorded and posted on You-Tube at the following link:    
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MQQGCafCE2s   
 
Minutes prepared by: Robin Marschilok 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MQQGCafCE2s
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